THE   BEST  PICTURE

1 do not doubt that the public estimation of these
two masters would be reversed. Artistic English
spinsters would stand in rapturous contemplation
before the story of the True Cross, instead of
before the Primavera. Raptures depend largely
upon the stars in Baedeker, and the stars are more
freely distributed to works of art in accessible
towns than to those in the inaccessible. If the
Arena chapel were in the mountains of Calabria,
instead of at Padua, we should all have heard a
good deal less of Giotto.

But enough. The shade of Conxolus rises up
to remind me that I am running into the error of
those who measure merit by a scale of oddness
and rarity.
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